
 

Maulden Wood’s secret residents! 
 

Did you know that Maulden Wood is home to a 

population of rare hazel dormice?  In 2001 dormice 

were re-introduced to the northern part of the 

wood as part of a national Species Recovery 

Programme which is trying to address the loss of 

this little animal from our woods and hedgerows.   

 

The hazel dormouse has to be one of our most elusive mammals.  It hibernates for half of the year 

and when it is active it is nocturnal, spends most of its time off the ground in trees and bushes - and 

is very small! 

 

Over the years the Maulden Wood Dormouse 

Volunteers have monitored the progress of the 

project.  The dormice have bred successfully, slowly 

spread throughout much of Maulden Wood and, in 

the last few years, they have started to spread out of 

the wood along hedgerows.  Busy wide roads provide 

a huge barrier but we know they have crossed 

Limbersey Lane to the north of Maulden Wood and 

spread about 0.5km along hedgerows to the south-

west of the wood. 

 

But we can’t monitor everywhere!  Can you help us by 

letting us know if you think you see signs of dormice? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hazel dormouse 
 

 Scientific name Muscardinus avellanarius 

 Lost from half its range in the UK over last century; 

population decreased by 30% since 2000 

 A European Protected Species 

 Ginger in colour with a long furry tail (no other 

mouse in the UK has a furry tail) 

 Large eyes and long whiskers to help them find 

their way in the dark 

 About 6-8cm long (not including tail) 

 Weighs about 20g – but this rises to 35-40g as they 

fatten up before hibernation! 

 Lives in woodland, hedgerows, bramble and scrub 

 Eats fruits and nuts, insects, flowers and pollen 

 Weaves nest in which to live - in bushes and tree 

holes in summer and, in winter,  at ground level  to 

hibernate in 

 



So how do you know if dormice are around? 
 

Nests 

In winter when the leaves have fallen is the most likely 

time to spot an old summer nest in brambles or 

hedgerows.  They can be as low as 30cm from the 

ground, or several metres up.  They are usually about 

the size of a tennis ball, made of woven strips of 

honeysuckle bark or grass, sometimes with green 

leaves on the outside.  Generally they don’t use moss 

as wrens and long-tailed tits do.  Harvest mouse nests 

are usually smaller, and woven with grass which is still 

attached to the plant.  It is just possible a dormouse 

might turn up in a bird box as they do use nestboxes!   

Hibernation nests are rarely found. 

 

 

Hazel nuts  

Dormice eat hazelnuts in a very characteristic way, turning the 

nut as they bite into it so scooping out a smooth round hole, 

with tooth marks on the outer surface.  They don’t store nuts 

like woodmice do, but drop them below the tree in which they 

are feeding. 

 

 

 

Sightings 

Sadly this is very unlikely, although in areas where dormice are 

still more numerous there have been rare sightings on peanut 

feeders!  But it is just possible the cat might bring one in.  We’d 

rather know than not, neither cat nor owner has committed an 

offence! 

 

 

Who to tell? 
If you do think you’ve seen a dormouse, or signs of their presence, please remember they are a 

protected species and don’t disturb them.   Make a note of the location and date, take a photograph 

if possible and give us a call on 01234 744596 or send an e-mail to sue.raven@greensandtrust.org   

It‘s fine to collect hazelnuts and we’re happy to double check any you think might have nibbled by a 

dormouse! 
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