
 

1 
 

                                              BEDFORDSHIRE MAMMAL GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE STABLE, HAYNES ON 16 OCTOBER 2019 

Those Present:  Ken Winder (Chair) Ann de Winter (Secretary) Sue Raven, David Anderson, Sally Gray, Amanda 

Proud, Bob Cornes 

1. Apologies:  Helen Gebler, Graham Bellamy, Pam Rumfitt, John Pitts, Paul Tearle, Wilf Powell, Liz Anderson, 
Richard Lawrence, Dominique Rhoades, Steve Halton, Stephen Plummer 
 

2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising: 

 

 The minutes were accepted. 

 Deer At Woburn   No further news on this issue.  

 Logo   The revised logo was presented and accepted by attendees (see above).   Ann to contact Steve to 

ensure we can use a small version for letterheads etc. Action:  AdeW 

 Marston Vale Small Mammal Trapping   This has continued throughout the summer.   Ann contacted 

Anna (Head Ranger) after the April meeting to see if it is possible for them not to continue during the 

breeding season.   Unfortunately, the person responsible for the activity did not respond.   Mammal 

trapping at Marston only takes place in the spring/summer months.   The results they obtain are very 

useful so, though there is the possibility that pregnant animals could be caught, the general opinion was 

to let them continue with the trapping. 

 Foxes at Pegsdon NR   The shooting rights on the Reserve are held by Hexton Estate.   Wildlife Trust staff 

have been in discussions with the new owner, but the Gamekeeper does not want to stop shooting.   

Also, Estate staff are using quad bikes to round up pheasants which is causing damage to the Reserve, 

necessitating repairs.   Unfortunately, it seems that there is no prospect of progress on this issue. 

 

3. Chairman’s Report: 

 Ken stated he would not be making a report, but would comment on issues throughout the meeting. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report: 

 Helen sent a message to say that all correspondence regarding the account is now being sent to her, so 

hopefully the issue is resolved. 

 There is £12.56 in the account. 

 The issue was raised as to whether or not we should continue to have our own bank account, as few 

transactions would take place through it.   Opinion was divided, but we concluded that for the moment 

it would be worth keeping it open. 

 

5. Reports on Projects and Surveys 

 HARES:   Ken reported that the Hare Survey is now complete.   He has written a report for the BNHS 

journal which is currently being reviewed by Richard Lawrence.   Ken will also produce an abbreviated 

report for the next ‘Wild About Beds’. Action:  KW 

 WATER SHREWS:   This survey is proceeding slowly.   Much work has been undertaken and several 

people involved.   The project will be winding down at the end of the year.   Most results have been 

negative, but some positive results have been obtained. 
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 SMALL MAMMAL TRAPPING:   A joint event with BNHS took place on 7 September at Duck End NR.   

Sue, Ken and Jennifer set the traps and Sue led the event on Saturday.   A good number of Bank Voles 

and Wood Mice but no Harvest Mice or Water Shrews unfortunately.   Several BNHS and Mammal 

Group members attended, and we hope to hold this event again next year. 

 DORMICE:   Ann briefly outlined the situation regarding Dormouse nest box checks at Maulden Woods.   

Numbers found in the boxes are down on last year, although it was felt the very hot weather could be a 

factor.   The last check for this year will take place on Saturday 19 October.   Dates for 2020 will be 

circulated in the near future. 

 The issue of coppicing remains outstanding – Sue has been in contact with Forestry England but it is a 

very frustrating process.   Ann also has been in contact.   We have asked Ian White (Dormouse and 

Training Officer at PTES) to raise this matter at a higher level. 

 New dormouse tubes were put up in hedgerows close to Montague Wood in August.   Sue will check 

these at the end of October/early November.   We also may be able to put up a few boxes in King’s 

Wood, Houghton Conquest. 

 Ken regularly checks for Dormouse activity at Pegsdon, but none has been found. 

 Paul Tearle sent a report from the Studham checks.   None has been found this year, and a Glis was 

discovered in a dormouse box.   David pointed out that it is illegal to release Glis if they have been 

captured – they should be killed as they are an invasive species and a pest. 

 David asked if it was possible to microchip dormice.   It was pointed out that a special licence was 

needed for this, and is difficult to obtain.   There was some discussion as to whether a vet had to 

administer the microchip. 

 NUT HUNT:  There has been some activity to see if there is any evidence of dormice with people 

collecting and submitting nibbled nuts.   There are still several sites to be investigated, and it was 

thought a good idea to circulate a list of woods and hedgerows where nest boxes have been placed in 

the past, and encourage people to look for nuts there.   Bob thought it better to concentrate on areas 

further north, out of the range of Glis. Action:  KW 

 

6 Badgers 

 Ken and Graham Bellamy have been sent a lot of data from the Record Centre.   From this, we will 

update the list of setts and check when they were last surveyed. 

 Action:  KW 

 Mick McCarrick has reported that he spends much of his time dealing with planning issues. 

 

7 New Projects and Surveys 

 Harvest Mouse Nest Hunt – this will take place at Sandy Smith NR on 18 January 2020.   Sue will lead 

on this and we hope it will be an ongoing project. 

 Chinese Water Deer – The latest distribution maps of Chinese Water Deer were compared to those of 

previous publications and it is evident this species is spreading slowly, especially towards the east of 

the county.   It will be useful to continue monitoring this situation.   Stephen Plummer is doing some 

work on deer and it is hoped to have a report from him at some point. 

 

8 Membership 

 No further news. 

 

9 Communication: 

 Ann has produced an Autumn/Winter newsletter and this has been distributed.   Ann stated she is 

happy to continue doing this twice a year, but appealed for contributions and suggestions for 

inclusion. 
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 Website:  There is not much on the website, but if Dominique has no contributions it is difficult to 

have anything fresh.   As ever, time is an issue. 

 

10. Any Other Business 

 David reported that he has produced the 2018 Mammal Report.   It was agreed there was no need to 

produce yearly maps of mammal distribution. 

 Ken showed the meeting maps from 2014 – 2018 of all species in the county which had been 

produced by the Record Centre.   These are available in a dropbox which can be viewed via a link 

which will be circulated to all members. Action:  KW/AdeW 

 David had asked if the Group could purchase one or more trail cameras for use by members.   These 

items are quite expensive, and Sue agreed to put in a request to the BNHS Scientific Committee to 

purchase them.   The request will be signed by Ken as Chairman. 

 Someone will need to be responsible for keeping track of the camera(s) ie: booking them in and out.   

Sue felt that this could be done from the WWC. 

 David had also suggested purchasing a book on deer to be used by members.   It was felt that 

keeping track of who has the book would be too time-consuming.   If members are really interested, 

they would purchase the book for themselves. 

 Dominique gave a fascinating talk to the BNHS about her work with Giraffes in Chad.   The talk is 

highly recommended if she does it again. 

 Richard Lawrence had informed Ken that it is National Mammal Week from 18 – 27 October.   It was 

felt that it was too late for us to do anything, but if anyone has any ideas on something that would be 

done quickly, please let Ken know. 

 David drew the meeting’s attention to the National Dormouse Conference on 16 November. 

 

    There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.25 

 

10 Next Meeting: 

 The next meeting will take place on 15 April 2020.   This will also incorporate the Annual General 

Meeting.   Venue and start time to be advised nearer the time. 

 

 


