
Minutes of the Beds Mammal Group 28/09/2016 held at BRCC 

Present: Richard Lawrence, Sally Grey, Graham Bellamy, Ann de Winter, Bob Cornes, Gerry Lawrence, Liz 

Anderson, Pam Rumfitt, Paul Tearle, Sue Raven, Helen Geber, Andy Banthorpe, Amanda Proud 

Apologises: Dominque Rhoades, Steve Thompson, Ken Winder, Julia Massey, David Anderson, Richard Lawson, 

Katherine Banham, Mick McCarrick, Colin Carpenter, Gwen Hitchcock, John Adams. 

1. Matters Arising:  

Bank Account and Funds- Mick M. e mailed to say that the £100 from the Badger Group is ready to pass on to the 

Mammal Group. Julia M reports that the Bank requires the rules and regulations of the Mammal Group before 

they can complete the application process. 

ACTION: Richard L. to contact John H. over the £100  

Events and Surveys 

Nut Hunts- There is a notice on the web site inviting people to look for Hazel nuts opened by Dormice. 

There may be a session at the Woodland Centre to identify if nuts have been opened by Dormice. 

Harvest Mice-Sue R. will think about organising a walk to look for Harvest Mice nests. 

Hedgehog Tracking- The PTES have finished their Hedgehog tracking. They advised people to look for 

Hedgehogs in their gardens. 

Glis- There are known sites of Glis in Bedfordshire at Studham, Deadmansey, Whipsnade, Masons 

Plantation (correction to previous minutes). 

Badgers-Richard L has an overlay which can be used to look for gaps in knowledge about presence of 

Badgers in Bedfordshire. These areas can then be targeted to look for setts. 

 ACTION: Helen G and Graham B will look into this. 

ACTION: Richard L to send them the overlay. 

Insurance- Ann has contacted Mike Bird and the group is covered by the BNHS insurance. 

Affiliation with BNHS- The form has been filled in and submitted but nothing has been heard. 

 ACTION: Sue R. will follow up. DONE, we are affiliated  

Article for Wild about Beds – 

 ACTION: Richard L. will write one. 

Speaker for BNHS winter programme-  

ACTION: Helen G. will contact Sheila about a speaker for 2017/18 

2. Constitution: 

The first draft of the Constitution has been written by Bob C. with input from Richard L. This was sent round 

before the meeting. Comments were received from Richard Lawson some of which have now been incorporated 



into the draft. Many thanks to Richard L. and Bob C. for putting this together and to Ricard Lawson for his 

comments. There was discussion over the number of officers needed for the running the group. It was decided 

that three officers were needed- Chairman, Secretary and Finance. They would be in position for no fixed term 

and would need to be re-elected each year. There should be 21 days notification before the Annual General 

Meeting. 

 ACTION ALL: If any one has any comments please can they send them to Bob and Richard Lawrence 

before 15 October 2016. The draft constitution is attached with the minutes. 

  

3. Communication: 

There have been problems with communication. This has been due to the fact there is not a full membership list 

with e mails. Not all members check the web site for dates of meetings and there are members who do not have 

e mail addresses. Also Amanda was not able to read the handwriting of some of the e mail addresses from people 

who expressed interest at the inaugural meeting. Also Amanda is away, often without easy e mail access, for 

about 6 months of the year. Members do not need to be on line to be part of the group. 

ACTION: Dominique to send Amanda a list of names and e mail addresses of members who have joined via the 

web page. DONE 

ACTION: Ann de Winter to compile full membership list. 

Minutes of meetings must be checked and approved by the chairperson before they are put on the web.  The 

minutes currently on the web need amending. 

The group wondered if it was technically possible to have a page on the web for members only. 

ACTION: Amanda to ask Dominique. 

Amanda would like to step down as secretary as she will be away for about 5 months next year. Ann de Winter 

has kindly offered to take over the post of secretary for the group. 

4. Updates on Dormice 

Ann supplied an update on the year at Maulden Wood which is attached.  

Helen G. and Ken W. reported that no Dormice had been found at Hoo Bit and the Icknield Way. 

Studham-Paul T. and Pam R. reported that on one visit one box had 2 adult Dormice and on another visit one box 

had one adult Dormouse but no further Dormice were found. They are going to increase the number of boxes in 

the hedgerow to the north. 

5. Updates on Badgers 

There was no one present from the new Bedfordshire Badger Group to comment. See also under matters arising 

about gaps in Badger coverage. 

Bedfordshire is no longer a cattle TB free county. 

6. Updates on other surveys 



Ken W. has done Water Shrew Surveys with dropping tubes at Stotfold and Sandy Smith NR. 

Richard L., Sue R. and Mick M have done some small mammal surveys. The results were submitted to the record 

centre. 

Sally G. has been monitoring the Water Vole population at Houghton Regis. 

Amanda has set up a group of Otter monitors who are checking bridges or other locations on a monthly basis. The 

idea is to run this for a year. The Ivel is well covered but more monitors are needed for the River Ouse. Sue R. and 

Gerry L. offered to take on sites on the Ouse but more are still needed. 

7. Updates on Web site- fact sheets/small articles 

The Group is really impressed by the lovely web site that Dominique has produced and would like to thank her for 

all her hard work. 

The Mammal Society has many good Fact Sheets on Mammals. It was thought that it would be easier to add a link 

to the Mammal society Web site rather than try and produce our own. 

ACTION: Amanda to ask Dominique to do if possible. 

Small articles on news about Beds Mammals would be welcome. 

Dominque would like more pictures of Beds Mammals. 

8. Logo 

ACTION: Amanda and Richard to ask Steve Halton if he would be interested in producing a Logo for the Mammal 

Group. DONE, Steve is very happy to do it and will produce something prior to our next meeting. 

9. Finances 

See under Matter Arising. 

10. AOB 

Possible future workshops ideas 

 Richard-small mammal trapping at John O’Gaunt Golf Course 

 How to ID Badger setts – late winter 

11. Date of next meeting 

It was decided to have two meetings a year in -April and September. The April meeting would be the Annual 

General Meeting and the date would have to be variable so that it did not clash with any BNHS meetings or 

Easter. The Annual General Meeting would be held at the Working Woodland Centre and the September meeting 

would be held at Haynes.  

ACTION: Richard to sort out the date for the April meeting. 

 

 



 


