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BEDFORDSHIRE MAMMAL GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE STABLE, HAYNES ON 25 APRIL 2018 

Those Present:  Richard Lawrence (Chair) Ann de Winter (Secretary) Graham Bellamy, Ken Winder, Helen 

Gebler, Liz Anderson, Sally Gray, Cheryll Whaley 

1. Apologies:  Amanda Proud, Gwen Hitchcock, Dominique Rhoades, David Anderson, John 
Salisbury, Fiona McDougall, Bob Cornes, Jane Payne, Wilf Powell, Paul Tearle, Rory Roche, Sue 
Raven. 
 

2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising: 

 

• The minutes were accepted. 

• Badgers:   This item will be covered under Item 6. 

• Logo   Ann to contact Steve for an update on ideas.  Action:  AdeW 

• Insurance:   Graham reported that the BNHS insurance will cover this Group for basic public 

liability. 

• A successful trip to Woburn for the deer rut was undertaken in November 

• The Harvest Mouse nest hunt at Sandy Smith led by Sue Raven was a worthwhile event 

with several nests found – a brief report on this was sent to participants and placed on the 

website. 

• A visit to the Tewin Badger Hide will be investigated for the Autumn. 

• As a new attendee, Cheryll was welcomed to the meeting.   She informed the meeting that 

she is a lecturer at Shuttleworth College and may be able to assist the group in the future. 

 

3. Chairman’s Report: 

• Richard announced that he was stepping down as Chairman after two years.   Graham 

thanked Richard for his participation during this time. 

•  

4. Treasurer’s Report: 

• Richard reported on Julia’s behalf.   We are allocated up to £100.00 per year from BNHS 

funds.   Further funding may be available for specific projects. 

• Helen will liaise with Richard and Julia in order to ensure a smooth handover of financial 

details. Action:  HG 

 

5. Nominations/Elections of Officers: 

• Chairman:    Ken Winder.   Proposed by: Ann de Winter, seconded by:  Amanda Proud 

• Treasurer:   Helen Gebler.   Proposed by Graham Bellamy, seconded by:  Liz Anderson 

• Secretary and Webmaster returned unopposed. 

• The nominations were unanimously accepted by all attendees. 

 

6. Reports on Projects and Surveys 

Hares:     Graham and Ken reported that the project is proceeding slowly.   Around 100 

records have been submitted.   Ken handed out a map showing sightings comparison 

between 1996-98 and 2017-18. 

• The project has been publicised to try and get people to submit information.   Graham will 

ask Judith Knight (a BTO representative) to see if she can ask members to report back on 

sightings whilst birdwatching. Action:  GB 

• Richard will check the iRecord app for hare records Action:  RL 



 

2 
 

• Cheryll also thought that contacting equine establishments (livery yards etc) would be an 

idea to ask riders to keep an eye out for hares. 

• Otters:   Amanda has produced the results of the local otter survey so far, and these have 

been circulated.   The official survey results will be produced in due course.   Amanda will 

be contacting current volunteers later in the year to see if they wish to continue with the 

survey.   Richard and Amanda will be undertaking the full County survey in 2018/19, and 

there may be the need for some of the trained volunteers to help out. 

• Dormice:   Ann reported that the first dormouse check in Maulden Woods will take place 

next month.   Several people have contacted her through the Mammal Group site to say 

they are interested in coming along. 

• Boxes were taken down in one area as it was due to be coppiced.   Unfortunately, this was 

not carried out, so the boxes will not be replaced until this is done.   The area has not had 

records of dormice for many years, but birds have used the boxes in the past. 

• The permit from the Forestry Commission has been obtained and updated requirements 

meant the Risk Assessment needed some additions. 

• All who are on the dormouse check list will need to be contacted regarding the new Data 

Protection regulations. Action:  AdeW 

• There is no recent news on the dormouse situation at Studham. 

• Ken reported briefly on the situation at Pegsdon Hills NR.   In 2017 the boxes were checked 

only once.   No signs of dormice, but one box contained woodmice.   No dormice have been 

found in these boxes since 2004, but they will be continued to be monitored.   There are 

also ten boxes along the Icknield Way, but again no signs of dormice.    One box contained a 

woodmouse. 

• Water Shrews:  Ken reported that this survey is on hold at the moment.   Cheryll offered to 

provide tubes to help with the project. 

• Water Voles:  Water voles are still present in Bedfordshire, but much reduced in numbers.   

Some sites showed no signs of animals last year.    However, monitoring is ongoing. 

• Badgers:  Liz reported that she had to deal with an issue in Leighton Buzzard on a 

development site, involving a member of the public and a builder.   It would be ideal to 

have a liaison person to work with developers.   Sally offered to send her information on 

badgers to Graham to assist with the survey. Action:  SG 

• Two sites backing onto Maulden Woods are to be developed.   Liz reported on issues 

concerned with this development as regards the proximity of the properties to the Woods 

with the risk to wildlife from dogs/cats and unauthorised entry to the woods from 

householders.    Natural England were not helpful on this issue.   The Wildlife Trust will be 

commenting on this development, and Ann will contact Katharine Banham to ensure the 

risk to dormice is put forward as a concern. Action:   AdeW 

 

7. Moving Forward 

• Hare, dormouse and otter surveys will continue. 

• It was proposed that a survey for Harvest Mice should be carried out at a location where 

they might be.   Richard suggested Langford Meadows and will let Ann have details of the 

person to contact.  This will take place later in the year. Action:  RL 

• A booking will be made for the badger hide at Tewin.   Hopefully, plenty of people will be 

interested. Action:  AdeW 

• Graham asked if the YounGnats had been involved in any hedgehog work – Helen didn’t 

think so. 

• The full otter survey will be undertaken – this will be slightly different to the one last year. 

 



 

3 
 

8. Any Other Business: 

 

It was suggested that the Group may wish to attend some events such as country fairs to publicise 

what we do.   These stands can be expensive, so perhaps a joint attendance with the Wildlife Trust 

and/or BNHS may be possible. 

 

9. Next Meeting: 

• The next meeting will take place on 17 October 2018.   Venue to be advised. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2125. 

 


