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BEDFORDSHIRE MAMMAL GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE STABLE, HAYNES ON 18 OCTOBER 2017 

Those Present:  Richard Lawrence (Chair) Ann de Winter (Secretary) Graham Bellamy, Ken Winder, Helen 

Gebler, Liz Anderson, Bob Cornes, Dave Parsons, David Anderson 

1. Apologies:  Amanda Proud, Sally Gray, Gwen Hitchcock, Paul Tearle, Mike Bird, Jayne Payne, Sue 
Raven, Roy Longford 
 

2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising: 

• Badgers:   Work has been undertaken looking at the ‘missing’.spaces in the records.   Many 

of these are not actually missing, but just not listed.   Data from this project will not be 

shared.   This activity is ongoing. Action:  KW, GB, HG 

• Logo   Steve Halton did produce some ideas for a logo, but will be asked to provide some 

more ideas.   Steve will be contacted again and ideas will be sent to the group for them to 

comment. Action:  AdeW 

• Insurance:   Graham reported that the BNHS insurance should cover our group.   The Bat 

Group and Bird Group have separate arrangements.    Graham will report back on this 

when the BNHS minutes have been published. Action:  GB  

  

 

3. Accounts: 

• A bank account has been set up by Julia and there is £100.00 in the account 

 

4. Website: 

• Dominique is keeping the website up-to-date.   Minutes of the previous meetings along 

with the agenda for this meeting was places on the website.    Future events and any 

interesting articles/photographs will be included. 

• Bob pointed out that file names need to be meaningful in order that people can find what 

they are looking for, eg: badgers, dormice etc. 

 

5. Reports on Projects and Surveys 

Hares:     Graham and Ken reported that this is a slow process with most reported sightings 

coming through the BNHS database.   Little is coming through the website.   An article 

appeared in ‘Wild About Beds’.   There is a lot of information from the original survey which 

has been very helpful.   However, around 300 records are needed to make a meaningful 

comparison with the older survey.   David A has received several single records which he 

will send to Ken and Graham. Action:  DA 

• A lot of hare coursing seems to be taking place on farms which is an issue.    

• David A suggested that it would be good to organise a ‘beating’ event in a wood to drive 

hares into the open. 

• Contacting farmers would be a good idea, but they may be reluctant to co-operate for fear 

of attracting coursers.    Liz Anderson may be able to assist with this by sending information 

about the survey to farmers via her contacts.    KW to produce a short paragraph about the 

survey which could be sent out. Action:  KW, LA 

• Asking for sightings from the wider public would be a good idea.   KW will produce a short 

paragraph which can be sent out to village magazines etc. 

 Action:  KW 

• Otters:  The last otter check will be this month. 
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• Dormice:   Ann reported that dormice numbers found in the nest boxes in Maulden Wood 

are very low this year.   However, nests have been found in boxes (no dormice present) and 

last month, at least 4 young were recorded. 

• In some areas, no animals have been recorded for several years, so it may be that these 

areas are left and only checked at the beginning and end of the season. 

• There appears to be a diminishing interest in the checks, possibly because fewer animals 

have been found.   Sometimes low attendance has meant carrying out the checks over 

three days. 

• Ann also intends to put up a few boxes in the more productive areas, and also to put boxes 

in a new area. 

• The last check is on 21 October, after which Ann will produce dates for 2018 which will be 

put on the website. 

• Water Shrews:  Ken reported that this survey is ongoing. 

• Other Surveys:  Sue Raven undertook some small mammal trapping last week, finding bank 

voles and woodmice at Flitton Moor.   Six traps around the Working Woodland Centre 

produced 2 woodmice, 1 bank vole, 1 common shrew and 1 yellow-necked mouse. 

• Sue also reported that the ottercam under the bridge at Sandy Smith NR showed footage of 

an otter curling up for a 45 minute nap in the middle of the night. 

 

6. Projects and Surveys for Next Year 

• Hare, dormouse and water shrew surveys will continue next year.   Various mammal 

trapping events will be held – to be confirmed. 

 

7. Moving Forward: 

• David Anderson suggested a visit to Woburn for the annual Chinese Water Deer rut.   It was 

agreed this was a good idea, and a date of 26 November at 1000 was set.   Information on 

this will be sent to all on the email list, and published on the website.   Ann to arrange this.

 Action:  AdW 

• Sue Raven has offered to lead a ‘Harvest Mouse Nest Hunt’ at Sandy Smith NR early next 

year.   Ann will contact Sue for a date.   This event also to be publicised. 

 Action:  AdW 

• David A also suggested a visit to the badger hide at Tewin – probably after April next year.   

Once Ann has contact details she will try and arrange this. 

 Action:  AdW 

• Ken suggested having a talk to be held jointly with BNHS – an appropriate speaker on 

mammals would be ideal.   Liz suggested Mike Clarke and will provide Ann with contact 

details Action:  Liz Anderson 

• Ann will contact the Event Organiser at BNHS to see if they can fit it in with their schedule.

 Action:  AdW 

• Graham stated that he felt the Group was moving forward successfully. 

8. Any Other Business 

• David A will provide names of people who send in records to try and cross-check with Ann’s 

list of members.   Any who are not on Ann’s list could then be contacted to see if they are 

interested in joining the Group. Action:  David Anderson 

   

• David also stated that BNHS are offering the Group their old projector.   However, it was 

felt we had no use for it. 

• Ken asked if we liaise with the Badger Group, and if so how active are they?   The Chairman 

replied that we do not liaise formally with them. 
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9. Next Meeting: 

• The next meeting will also incorporate the Group’s AGM.   This will be held on Wednesday 

25 April at 1930.   The venue to be advised. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2125. 

 


